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Not this World, but Heaven the Continuing City, 
Or proper = able Home . . of a COR 
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and Relict of the late Mr. John 


Han, 


Dear Coſin 


S well in compliance with your requeſt, and 

my own promiſe to you thereupon, as in 
5 token of my reſpect to you, and to the me- 
mory of your late Dear Huſband deceas d, ] here 
affectionately preſent you with a Copy of the diſcourſe 
T preach'd at his Funeral. Foping that (Mean as 
Ir is) It may at once convince you of my friendly 
regard, and through the Divine Bleſſing, contribute 
Somewhat to your pleaſure and Improvement. Even 


in Manuſcript, and in the hand of the moſt Select 
Friend, the Diſcourſe J am ſenſible needs the moſt * 
Candid allowances. How Unworthy is it then of | 


a more publick appearence m print, in an Ave polite 


and Cenſorious like the preſent * Agreeably therefore 


to the meanneſs of the Writer, aui of the Work, 


Your Indgmert 1 preſume will be for declining lle ; 
printing it: tho Your Affection for the Deceas d, 


and favour to myſelf, may probably at the ſame time 
w . 8 Inci:g 


- 


Mrs. Elizabeth Jennings, the Widow | 


lennings, Apothecary in Birming- 


— — 


: 
4aY 


i 


The Letter | 
bg 5 e TY 
| Incite you to Dienify it with a publication ; or At 
* leaſt to Indulge it a mark of diſtinction more Suttably 
"*boncurable, ] mean That of a place in the 
Archives of your Cloſet, among your favourite Cu- 
mioſities, and choicer rarities. Be that howeveras 
| j It will, - Such as It is, It is here at your diſpoſal. 
| 1. And if you apprehend It tolerably Qualified for a 
N more general Service and Acceptance; Or that there 
is any thing of Merit in It to Counter vail the Ex- 
; 8 pence of an Impreſſion ; Or if the Publication will be 
Wo particularly Grateful to Yourſelf and friends, You 
may Send it abroad at Your diſcretion, with This 
Letter prefixt; which I now Cloſe with fervent pray- 


| ers for Continual Felicity to ou and Yours 5 And 
For ſuch ſpecial Aſſiſtances of the Divne Grace to You 
in this gloomy juncture, as Jour Cares and Syrrows © 


|. plicated in Jour behalf, by 


Madam, Your moſt affectionate 
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| : ſtand in chiefeſt need of, and may moſt fitly be S bs 


Kinſman and Servant inche Lord, 


| Exhall November 14th 2 OSHUA JENNINGS. 
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For here we have no Continuing City ; but we ſeek 
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Y preſenting myſelf in this Pulpit, fo in- 
differently provided for the ſerviceI have 
undertook, I am ſenſible may expoſe me 
| to variety ofcenſures: And paſs for a proof, 
that my Affection for my deceaſed Friend has far 
outrun my Judgment, and my ability. . | 
But, As a good Poet * of our own has well ob- 

ſerv d in favour of Divine Poetry, that 
The Rev. Mr.) 4 Verſe may find Him who a Sermon flies, 


George Herbert's 


Church-Porch. J. And turn delight into a Sacrifice : 


So in favour ofa Sermon at a funeral, and eſpeci- 
ally at the funeral of a Perſon ſo Eſteem'd and Re- 
gretted as the here deceas'd, It may no leſs juſtly be 
preſum'd, there is a probability of It's making the 
deeper Impreſſion upon, and of being more candidly 
received, and beneficially applied, and Improv'd by 
Some, who at another time perhaps would be wholly 
Unaffected with, if not reject it with the greateſt 


* 


contempt. 


It is not then to Act the Panegyriſt, and Sound 
the trumpet of Fame over the deceas'd, that Lat 
10 A preſent 


— 


Cture, 


* 


preſent appear. Tam too nearly Related to him to 

offer at it, without Suſpicion of partiality or flattery. 

Tho the many good Accompliſhments that adorn'd 
his conduct in every relation of lite, and endear'd 
him to all who had the pleaſure of being Intimately 
acquainted with him, might as well quality me for, 
as juſtify me in the attempt. | 


Neither is It with a view to Increaſe an already 


viſible concern, upon this afflicting ftroke of Pro- 
vidence, in cutting off in the midſt of his days, fo 


well reſpected and uſeful a Member of the Family, 


the Town, the Church, and Country to which he 
belong'd. Nor to Enumerate thoſe good works, 


Which by Another might with decency be rehears'd 


from the pulpit ; but in regard to which I ſhall only 
take upon me modeltly to Infinuate, that Your own 
tears for his 'Exi: are a more pathetick Eacomium, 


than any in my power unleſs in tears, to give: And 


Grace both his funeral, and his character, better 


than all the flowers of Rhetoric, that even the moſt 


eloquent tongue could Scatter upon him. 


Nor yet do J pretend to Adminiſter particular ar- 
guments of Conſolation, to thoſe who may moſt par- 


t icularly ſtand jn need of it. Since It is found by 
experience, that the Paſſion of grief upon ſuch occaſi- 


ons, While ſtrong in It's motions, is for the preſent 
rather Aggravated, than Abated, even hy Conſola- 
tor y applications. * 
ſilence to the Stroke, as from” che hand of a no leſs 


And that a Submiſion in humble 


gracious and merciful, than Wiſe and Righteous 


God, is the very beſt thing, that can be either Sug- 


geſted, or practis d to thas end, at ſo trying a 7 5 
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But my main view (as I have already Intimated ) 
is to take the advantage of that Value for the De- 
ceas'd, and of that ſorrow and Scriouſneſs which his 
Death has ſo generally excited amongſt us, for ren- 
dring more effectually ſerviceable the Aſſertion in 
my text, which It is of fo high Importance to us at 
all times to be deeply Influenc'd by, Namly, That 
Here we have no continuing City; but that we are 
therefore to Seek One to come. | 


And in proſecution of this deſign, (without ſtand- 
ing now to point out the beauty of the Alluſion, on 
which the Inſpir'd Author introduces the words) I 
beg leave to obſerve, that the People in the World may 
properly be diſt inguiſh'd in two ſorts: thoſe, who are 


Emphatically called che Children of this World ; and 
thoſe, who in oppoſition to them are called the Children 
J Light. 


Luk: 16. 8. Of the former fort are They, 
whole hearts and Affections are fo ſtrongly placd 
upon this World, the glories, riches, or pleaſures of it, 
that they either wholly Disbelieve, or very much. 
Diſregard any World to. come. Of the latter, are 
Thoſe, who look upon this world as Nothing in com- 
pariſon of that to come: And who conſequently 
in compariſon Love not the World, nor the things of it: 
* but Seek, and Uſe, and Value them, in proporti- 
* on only as they miniſter to their Neceflities, com- 
* forts and conveniences in this mortal ſtate ; and 


Have their hearts and hopes fix'd and Centred chief 
Jy upon God, and the unſeen Joys of Heaven. Duly 


ſenſible, that the things which are ſeen, are temporal; 
at the things which are not ſeen, are eternal. That the 
faſbion of this World paſſeth away; but that the World 
SR ns — 


68 \ 
tocome is Incorruptable and unchangeable. That Here 
they are but Strangers and Sojourners, Travellers 


to come, which they Seek, is an Eternal Home, 


Ol the Children of this World, Chriſt indeed hath | 
pronounc'd, that they are generally Wiſer in their ge- 
neration, than the Children of Light. Luk: 16. 8. But 
it is only in regard of their diligence, polices, and 
application in compaſſing their worldly ends, and 
not of the Ends themfelyes Which they propoſe and 
purſue. For in reſpect of theſe, they are but groſs 
tools, in thus ſetting their hearts upon things, which 
in compariſon are not. And in truth their very ſelves 
can ſcarce be Suppos'd Inſenſible of the inſtability and 
uncertainty of the things of this preſent World. 


of Light, that Here they have no continuing City: but 
their misfortune is, that, this notwithſtanding they 
believe, nor look for nothing further. The portion] 
=ys thy can get here is all they defice or expect. But 
the Children of Light, the Servants of God, and. Sincere Þ 
Believers in Jeſus Chriſt on the other hand look for, 
and Seek one to come. In this only Unwiſe, that they 
are apt generally to do it with too great Slackneſs 


| and Indifference; and not with that diligent care, 
and earneſt application, as the Importence of the 
Thing requires and deſerves. 4, = : 


+ l 


Hf theſe latter, as well as to engage the former alſo 
in a like deſire, and diligence ol Seeking the Contina- 
„ net 6 ing 


and pilgrims, and have zo continuing city; but that | 


They can't be ignorant any more than the Children 


In order therefore to excite the greater diligence 
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ot 


at Here 
avellers | 


ut that 


d hath 
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| ing City to come, 1 ſhall take occaſion from the words 


ot my text to ſhew, 


Firſt, The Vanity, and Inſtability of this preſent 


World; and that Here we have no continuing Cui, 


9 e. Secondly, The glory, ability, and happineſs of 
wa — that City to come, which all the Faithful Seek after. 
Is, and | 1 21. Th. 3 

; And Thiraly and Laſtly, The Care we muſt Seek 
ſe and it with, if we would obtain it. 
=, 3 | 

e 1 I. As to the Firſt of theſe, the vanity and Inſta- 
4 n , - bility of this preſent world, and that Here we have no 
1 ang continuing City; We have a very moving example of 
T it now before us, if That were proper further 
ren, to be laſiſted on. But waving that, It may be 
" by. | prov'd from the conſideration both of, the things of 
e the World, and of the Shortneſs, and uncertainty of 
portion] our preſent life. ; | 
sin ws a Now, when we ſpeak of the World, and the 
el things of it, as vain and unſtable ; We do not ſpeak 
ba they of the fabrick of the World in genera), or of the 


conſtituent parts of it in particular; the various 
Creatures therein, confider'd as the handy-work of 
God. For in this reſpect, the World and all the 
Creatures that ſurniſh it are truly wonderful: And 
Chow mutable, or corruptible ſo ever in their own 
nature) may yet. with pleaſure and Improvement 


ackneſs | 
it care, 
of the 


wo | be contemplated and admir'd ; As loudly declaring 

er ale the glory of God, and being all perte&ly Suited to 

ay 4 the ends they were Intended to Serve. 
13 | B 
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But we ſpeak of the World, and the things of it, | 
It's riches, honours, and pleaſures in reference to | 
Ourſelves, and of Ourſcives in reference to them, | 
that they are vain and deceittul ; unworthy ſo much 


to engroſs our AﬀeCtions and purſuit; Of a very 


ſhort and Uncertain continuance; and Incapable of 
aàdminiſtring to Us, as well as We incapable of re- 


eciving from them, any tix'd and Solid ha ppineſs and 


For in the World in this ſenſe, What is there more 
than the Luſt of the fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and 
re Pride of Life P. As St. John with equal beauty and 
brerity deſeribes it? I. Joh. 2. 16. And amongſt 
theſe, What is there, when criminally Indulg'd, that 


Is not vath and deceilful upon the weights, and periſhes 
in the very enjuyment N * 


For Fir, The pleaſures and delights which our 


Senſual, Worldly deſires ſo fondly purſue, and eager- 
ly puſh us upon, When once we exceed in any of 
them, either in kind or degree, the meaſures which 


Reaſon and Religion allow in thoſe enjoy ments, 
What is therethen, that is not altoget her //anity and Vebe- 
ation of Spirit? —— That does not deceive us in our 
expectations, and fl us with bitterneſs in the end? 


The Body allures People into an unreſtrain'd gra- 
tifieation of It's inſatiable deſires by the promiſe t 


the molt delightful raptures of pleaſure. But thoſe 


ho are deluded into the unhappy experience, rnd 
Leap over the bounds of their Duty in queſt of choſe 
raptures, in c blood confeſs that they find none, 


but 


vs of it, | 
ence to 


them, 
much 
very 
able of 
> Of re- 
els and 


e more 
es, and 
ty and 
nongſt 
d, that 


eriſhes 5 
As to Honour, or Eſteem and praiſe, This indeed is 


ga great encouragement to Actions truly noble and 


N 
but what at laſt Bite like a. Serpent, and Sting like an 
| Adder. They quickly feel to their Sorrow, What 
the Holy Scripcure affirms that to be Carnally minded 
is death, Rom: 8, 6. And that they who are thus 
in the fleſh, cannot only not pleaſe God, that is, Are 
under a moral Incapacity of pleaſing him; but 
that they alſo do molt highly Diſpleaſe and provoke 
him; expoſe themſelves to all the vials of his wrath 
forfeit all right and title to his precious promiſes; 
and bring blindneſs upon their Underſtandings, 
“ horrour into their Conſciences, A reprobate Senſe, 
and Incorrigible hardneſs into their hearts; and 
Subject their Bodies to all the tyrannical power of 
„ exorbitant deſires, and to the many pangent pains 
« and loathſom diſeaſes, which are generally the 
* conſequences of a habit ot lewdaels. 


ch our Virtuous: And amongſt perſons of clear and unpre- 
eager- judic'd Judgments is the natural fruit and Effect of 
any of them. Nay It is fo peculiar an Appendix to Wor- 
which thy Actions, that, Bad as the World is, Tis ſome- 
ments, what rare to find any thing held in general repute 
d Ven- any where, that is not either really good, or elſe by 
in our Ja ſprcious appearance of Worth cheats people into an 
1? _ Etſteem of it. And as It is plain, that almoſt every 
body, but the profligate have a kind of Ambition to 
d gra- be well thought and Spoken of So the good Nam? 
1ife of they deſire, is, ſo far from being the worthleſs ghject 
thoſe | of a Vain and ctiminal Ambition, that the Ambyi- 
e, rad on it ſelf is laudable and natural; and It's Objcet, 
f choſe || not only in Solomon's judgment beter than preczorns 
none, 1 a boint ment 


but 


"T6 3 


and fo many little handles, or occaſions of Detrac- 
tion, does / I had almoſt ſaid Unavoidable ) Infirmity, 
even in the noſt Deſerving, furniſh to the Invidious, 
that No pleaſures hardly can be of more uncertain 
continuance, then Thoſe of reputation and fame, 
which depend ſo much on the fickle breath of an 
ever · varying Multitude. Dignilying Titles indeed, 
which are hat the World principally and moſt pro- 


perly calls Honour, As they flow trom the Supreme 


Authority of a Kingdom, So they are far from being 


ointment ; Eccles: 9. 1. but in the Judgment ofall, lefs | 
valuable, leſs deſirable Only than Life. But till fo | 
eaſily are the generality of people deluded into an | 
honourable opinion of Actions, and Perſons little de. 
ſerving ; and ſo ſoon do they oftentimes Jiſcover | 
How their Judgments have been Impos'd upon: So 
many ways alſo does Envy, Malice, or Ill- Nature 
find, to tarniſh the luſtre of the moſt ſhining Merit; 


ſo precarious as popular applaute. They are molt it 


commonly made Hereditary as Eſtates : And being 


not to be Squander'd away like Eſtates by rioting 
and extravagance, or to be forfeited by any thing 


leſs thin treaſon againſt the State. they not ſeldom | 
are left alone to be Inherited, When an Eſtate is 
runi'd and gone. Nor are Honorary Dignities, when | 


confer'd upon deſerving perſons, to be look*'d upon 
only as great Swelling Titles of Vanity. For they give 
a real additional glory and ' value to Real Worth. 
They are very ſuitable rewards and Encourage- 


© ments to Noble and Heroical undertakings ; are 
« 2 moſt proper Ingredient, and attendant upon 
% power; make perſons in Authority bear the burden, 
Land diſcharge the buſine is of their places, with | 


* greater 
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diſtinguiſh them in the grave from the Beaſts that 
| periſh, neither could their pomp follow them. 


_ Seek, and Secure One to come. 
t upon bs . | 
burden, 
s, with | 
greater 
95 — 9 1 


E 
« greater eaſe and diligence; and ſtrike Inferiors 
6 witha more reverential * But alas! Where's 
the Solid pleaſure, and Satisfactory Comfort? — I 
had almoit ſaid Where's even the Honour of Honour 
in this World, to thoſe who are conſcious to them- 
ſelves ot no ſuitable merit to Support it? Whom It 
ſerves, but to ſcreen them perhaps, in many caſes, 
{rom the reach of their oppreis'd Inferiors ; and to 
make their own crimes and degeneracy the more 
conſpicuouſly Infamous. Where's the mighty Excellen- 
cy, or advantage of Splendid Titles, which by a 
jaſt, or unjuſt accuſation are always liable to be for 
ſeited and loſt? Which however cannot be born 
away by their Dying Owners ; but mult as to them, 
be buried with them in the duſt ; and Serve only 
as Trophies of the conqueſts of all-leveJling Death. 
The moſt Honourable: perſons, when dead, find 
their pompous Titles no marks of eminence to them 
in the Court of God, and in the other World : Nay, 
and as happy as they thought themſelves on account 
of them, while they liv'd here; Yet even then 
They could not but know, they were at leaſt as pre- 
carious as life; and that after death they could not 


So that in this reſpect too, we muſt conclude 
thats Here we have no continuing City; no durable cer- 
tain Dignity ; but if we would have It indeed, muſt 


And as for that favourite Idol, Riches, — that 
Uniyerſal Darling, which almoſt All Mankind, 
C 


-% 


more or leſs, Court and covet ; tho', far from being | 
Evil in themſelves, they are on th: co trary the 
bleſſings of Heaven, and afford many Singular ad- 
vantages of doing good : Anſwering not only all the | 


T8 occaſions of the preſent life; but when well employ'd, | 
= multiplying into a greater treaſure in Heaven and 


leading to a far more enduring Subſtance; Yet is 
there any faſter hold to be laid on them? —— Any 
Surer truſt to be plac'd in uncertain Riches, which © 
in a moment make themſelves Wings, and fly away as. | 
an Eagle towards Heaven? Which are ſubject to Moth, 
and ruſt, and thieves, and a thoutand unlucky con- 
tingences. Which, partly through the care of get- 
ting and keeping, And partly through the fear of 
loſing, occaſion ottentimes more Anxiety than Con- 
tent. And which laſtly, either betray their Owners 2 
into oppreſſion and covetouſneſs: And then they 
have them Nor, even whillt they have them Or. 
elſe into pride and Luxury; And then they Sin 
them into the gulphs either of perdition, or poverty : 
And this laſt again, when It happens to be the caſe, 
into open, or Secret frauds and thefts: Such perſons, 


when reduc'd, being generally as much aſbamd to 


Beg, as Unzillmg to Dig. Are Riches, I ſay, a tenure. 
=. more ſtable and certain? The contrary is moſt evident. 
= 580 that in this reſpect likewiſe It is piain We have no 
= continuing City :.No Incorruptibie treaſure. can we Mi; 


and Secure it, In Heaven above, Where neither moth | 


or ruſt can corrupt nor Thieves break through and Steal. 
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But however if theſe things Were abſolutely Sure 
n+ to us for term ot lite, and no way liable either to be 
alltne 1» 


loſt or leſſen'd; Yet We mult go from them, though 


they could not go from us. And the Shortneſs and 
uncertainty of our preſent life, makes it plain in the 
| Seroud place, even to a demonſtration, that Here we 
2 have no continuing City. | 
Which 
away as 
Moth, 
con- 
Ot get- 


Man (Says the Divinely elegant Plalmiſt ) zs like 
a thing of wought : His time paſſeth away like a Shadow. 
« He cometh up, and 1s cut down like a flower ; he 
« fleeth as a Shadow, and never continueth in one 


„Stay. The Inſtance before us is a very affecting 
Con- 
Nor are Childhood, Youth, or middle Age muck 
ſecurer than the grey head from the Sroke of fate. 
m : Or. Wherever we are, or whatever we are employ'd 
about, That Enemy ſtill gains upon us: And even 
while we are flying, as we think, furtheſt out of his 
reach, he advances nearer to our doors. The Days 


proot, that In the midſt of life We are in death: 


allowed us here, are at moſt but few ; and at beſt 


but full of vanity ; and our choiceſt pleaſures are all 
= ting'd with bitterneſs. 
the uſing, And our fleeting Joys vaniſh as a dream. 
However When theſe prove more Stable, We our- 
we ſelves vaniſh hence as a dream. And when after 
o Seek 
er moth | 


a Steal. | 


The things here periſh in 


walking in a vain Shadow, and diſquieting ourſelves in 
vain, We have heap'd up riches and goods, as we think, 


for many years, Death Steals upon us as it were un- 
. awares, and Strips 
the things 
permanent; Yet what fix'd hold can They have of 
chem, who are every day liable to a removal? We 


us of them all at once. Though 
of the World then were never fo ſure and 
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are hut meer Sojourners, Strangers and pilgrims upon 
earth, And As we are paſſing, every minute of our 
lives, towards an Eternal Home; So We may pro- 
perly be ſaid to be already Dead to all the years we 
have liv d, and ſhall never live them over any more. 
All muſt deſcend into the dark chambers of the grave; 
the great and honourable, as well as the meaneſt 


Peaſant; and None can tell how Soon It may be 
his owh turn, Thoſe, who to day are flouriſhing 


among their friends and Neighbours, may ſhortly 


be arreſted by the reſiſtleſs hand of Death: Or if Na- 


ture ſnould be Indulg'd a longer reprieve, At laſt It 
muſt Submit to the Stroke of Fate. At laſt we muſt 
take our leave of whatever is deareſt to us here, 
and bid a long farewell to all the World. And how 
ſad a thing will It then be, to have No treaſure, 


nor Affection for any treaſure, but what we muſt 
entirely and cternally leave? Where our treaſure is, 
there It is natural for our heart to be. And there- 


fore, Since Here we have no certain treaſure, Let 


us raiſe, and fix our Affections upon the never 
failing treaſures of the Continuing City to come, Which 


It is alike the duty and intereſt of us all principally 
to Seek. 


And the glory, Stability, and happineſs whereof 


i what comes now in a few words to be deſcrib d. 


i - 


I. Now by the Continaing City to come, which the 


InfpiFd Author refers to in my text, is undoubtedly 
meant the glorious blifsful Place and State, which 
Shall be the Everlaſting portion of the Righteons _ 
n R this 
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this life. The exiſtence of ſuch a State and place of 
bliſs and glory is indeed the Object of Fah, and not 
of our Sight. But however, It is both moſt highly 

robable from Arguments drawn from the nature 


-of God, and the nature of Man ; and Infallibly cer- 


tain from expreſs Divine Revelation. What that 


place and State preciſely is, does not yet So fully 


appear, as that we can form juſt and poſitive Ideas 
thereof : But the Similitudes, which the Holy Spirit 
in Scripture has choſen to repreſent it by, give us 
the moſt magnificent and exalted notions about it. 
Sometimes It is called « Continuing City); A City that 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maber is God, Heb: 


It. 10. To denote. It's being ſteadfaſt for ever, 
and ſuch as ſhall zever be removed, And It's Gates 


are ſaid to be of the moſt pretious Pearls, and Ir's 


Streets to be pav'd with the pureſt gold, to denote 
I's exquiſite grandeur and beauty. Rev. 21. 21. 


But generally It is called the Kingdom of Heaven, 
The Same which is the Court and Palace of the 
Great Sovereign of the Univerſe: The Royal 
Pavilion, and moſt Majeſtick Preſence- Chamber, 
and Throne of the High and Lofty One, the Infinitely 


glorious and all-tranſcendant God, that Inhabiteth 


Eternity, The. raviſhingly pleaſant, and Superbly 
beauteous Manſion of Angels and Spirits bearitied : 
the Region of perpetual light and Joy.; Where no 
unclean thing can Enter. Where are no Objects of 


hatred or jealouſy; of Anger or: Envy ; or even 
of compaſſion and Pity. Where there is no pain, 
nor Sickneſs, no Sorrow, nor Suffering, nor any 
more death. But Every Inhabitant is happy to his 
wich and his capacity; 8 All Increaſe the hap- 


pineſs 


them that love him. 1 Cor. 2. 9. 


unhappily Irreconcileable are the practices of the ge- 
nerality with cheie profeſſions |. e 


very well know. But how careleſs the generality are 
to walk in theſe paths, is too plain not to be known, 
and too Sad not to be Lamented by thoſe, who obſerve 
ot the dreadiul conſequences of their unhappy miſcar- 


bly negligent, Multitudes cf people are to know, or 


{485 )) 
pineſs of each other by their mutual benevolence to L 
and Endearments. Where the Glory of that Lord or | 
fills, and Illumines the place, in whoſe preſence is the | grea 
fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe Right hand are pleaſures for day 
evermore. Pal: 16. 11. And Where, in a word, ad 
both the Ornaments and the Entertainments are All their 
ſo exquiſitely Splended and delighttul, that the beſt | emp! 
de{crip;ion the Divine Spirit would give of them, was Care 
by. repreſenting them as Unurterrable ; that Eye hath | Souls 
not Seen, nor Ear heard, nor did ever Enter into the of fo 


heart of man the good things which God hath prepared for date e 
| ven 


This is the Con i14ing City mention*d bythe Apoſtle 


| in my text. An Object mott worthy. our warmeſt ft - III 


and moit diligent Search and purſuir. And indeed RPY | 
what few Chriltian proteſſers have So little Senſe of, 47 eruſ 
or Eiteem for, as not to declare to be the Supreme Soug! 


Object ot cheir wiſhes and defires But alas! Ho] m 
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. Whither they deſire, and would be olad in the Jrbar d 


end ro go, Every body knows. And that the way is 6 


through the path of a Sound Eeliet, true Repentance, Pocrut 
and Holineſs ot lite, Moſt Chriſtia ns muſt needs alſo 2 
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to Do their duty. How every little trifling profit, 
or pleaſure, or Amuſemear, is prefer d before the 
great buſineſs of Religion. How, even upon a Lord's 
day itſelf, and in time of Divine Service too Many 
had rather be upon their diverſions, perhaps upo 
their debauches, or in ſhort be any way engag'd anc 
employ'd, than Serving God at Church, and taking 
care for the Sanctification and Salvation of their 
Souls. And yet at the fame time, alas! How full 
of toad hopes are they in their own favour, that they 
are good enough ia conſcience, and ſhall go to Hea- 


ven when they Die, as well as the beſt! 


III. But, to prozeed now to the lait branch of 
my diſcourſe, The continuing City of the Hauveniy 


we 
* 


Jeruſalem above, muſt be diligently and carefully 
sought for and purſued, Or It never w ill be found 


and obtain'd. The Goſpel teaches us, that no pa ins 
Imuſt be Spar'd, Nothing thought too much to Du 


Jor Suffer, or even to part With, if need be, for gain- 


Jing an habitation there. ! he bleſt Inhabitants of 
Febar delightful City are all a holy Socicty, a Comms , 
ion of Saints, No Impicry, prophanenets, or Hi- 
Wpocrily can gain admittance there. And Fornica- 
tors, Adulterers, Drunkards and Debauchees of all 


kinds, Unjuſt and Unmerciful perions, wich all the 
other Sorts of the Impenicent Wicked, niſcrabiy 


Adcceive themſelves, whilit continuing Such, they 


de promiſe tliemſelves an Iaheritrute in the Kon: dom of Cln t 
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good Chriſtian, i is not ſo slight a buſineſs as many good 
Seem to make of it. A few faint wiſhes arid lazy, Fall ou 
lifeles Endeavours, never yet brought any one to to brave 
happy and perfect a State. It requires a continual trium 
application of earneſt endeavours. ' Ir is wot Every: the fle 
One that ſays Lord, Lord, that can enter into the Ring- ately 
dom of Heaven, but chey that ao the Will of the Farbe, taken 
which is in Heaven. It is not They that are Indiffe- pf it: 
rent what Opinions they take up in Religion, or ou ar C 
Why they take them up; or what Iniquities they al. er Wae 
low themſelves in the practice of: But they that Still bo 
fincerly Scek, and follow after Truth and Piety, and 1 atthf, 
Serve God with an Upright heart, that win an In- Wie. 
heritance there. It is not being Religious by fits the ſe 
and Starts ; being very good to day, and very wick=Tareiu 
ed to morrow, that will bring any one to Heaven. branc 
Nor will It Suffice to be Religious only in outward purſel 
appearance; Or Scrupulouſly to pretend to obſerve e 
4 T of the Divine Commandments, whilſt we make Lord 
no Scruple of Habirually allowing ourſelves in the J Mir 
| known wilful breach of Some one or other of them. Fo, 
But if we would be Succeſsful in this purſuit, we muſt is hay 
have a Conſcientious regard to the whole Will of ear 
God; and agrecably to the capacities and r A e ca 
runitics we are bleſſd with, be diligent 1 in our endea- 3 7 ay, 
vours both to know and to do it We muſt go on our 
in an habitual general Obedience to the Divine | 1 cha. 
Will; preſſiag fill forwards to greater perfection in Anc 


all Godlineſs of living. We mutt noc preſently 1 the 
grou faint in our minds, and weary of Well-doing ; ; be- {2 bra 
* ginning in the Spirit, bat Soon falling from our . Hin 

S:cadtaitneſs, and proceeding to make a miserable tlie 


end i ta the felh : But vigorouſly muſt hold on in our Lhe 1 
Is | | 8 
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nany good way. Watching, Praying, and Mortifying 


lazy, all our corrupt luſts, and Inordinate Affections; and 
to io bravely withſtanding, So as, in the main at leaſt, to 


* 


k 
KY 


inual triumph over the various temptations of the World, 
Every the fleſh, and the Devil. We muſt Repent immedi- 
ns- ately of every Sin we are So unhappy as to be over- 
arher taken with, So ſoon, and fo far as we are Senſible 


diffe- of it: And upon every Slip, or fall we meet with in 


n, or our Chriſtian courſe, muſt apply ourſelves to a Strict- 
y al- er watchfulneſs for the future; and with patience 
that Still preſevere unto the End. For if we thus continue, 

and (Faithful unto Death, we cannot miſs of the Crown of 
1 In- ie. If we thus give all diligence to add to our Faith 
fits the ſeveral graces and Virtaes of the Chriſtian life; 
vick - tareiully diſcharging our Duty in the reſpective 
ven. branches of it, towards God, our Neighbour, and 
ward © Ourſelves. Theſe things will not only abe us to be 
ſerve Þ2!rher barren, nor unfruitful in the knowleage of our 
make Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; but will alſo abundant- 
n the Miniſter to us an Enterance into the Continuing City to 
hem. Foe, which we all profeſs to Seek after: And Eatitle 
muſt s happily to Reſt in Chriſt, as our hope is This Our 
ill of Pear Brother deceaſed doth. Of whoſe mortality 
ortu- ve can make no better Improvement, than both to 
idea- Fray, and Endeavour that it may Conducegreatly to 
0 on our Spiritual advantage. That the Sight of His 
ivine change may make us the more mindtalof dur own : 
on in , And the Senſe of our loſs in him, may Unite us 
ently F the more cloſely to Our God. That the Remem- 
be- brance of whatever Virtues we have obſerv'd in 
_ our F Him, may engage us to follow his Example; and 
rable F tie hope we have of His felicity, cauſe us to preſs 
1 our FF the more carneſtiy; without loſs of time, or care, 
| | towards 
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trine and Example of our Deareſt Saviour. To whom, 
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cowards the mark of hy __ priz2 of our Calling 


45 in Chriſt Telus. And Indace us allo, u ithout re- 
4 pining, to bear the loſs of him with becoming 

« 4 Patience andhumility, Reſi nation and Submiſſion 
{0 the Divine Will; according to the bleſſed doc- 


5 


with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, Three perſons and Z 
One ever Adorable God, be all honour and glory, Obed. 4 
ence and praiſe, might, Majeſty, and * aon, ; 
and n Amen. Amen. 
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